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1
POWER SUPPLY SYSTEM FOR A BOAT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from Japanese
application JP 2009-001939 filed on Jan. 7, 2009, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference into
this application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a power supply system for
a boat.

2. Description of the Related Art

Some boats are provided with a power supply system in
which a three phase alternating-current generator provided
for a boat propulsion system generates a current, and the
generated current is supplied to a main electric system which
includes a main battery for supplying electric power to a
control system of the boat propulsion system and to an aux-
iliary electric system which includes an auxiliary battery for
supplying electric power to boat equipment or the like. In
recent years, it has become common for the boat equipment to
include auxiliary devices such as a bow thruster or an air
conditioner, which consume a large amount of electric power.
When a load is increased due to the boat equipment as
described above, the generated current flows for the most part
into the auxiliary electric system side, with the result that the
main battery side suffers a voltage drop.

In view of the above-mentioned problem, there has been
conventionally proposed a technology in which when a volt-
age drop in the main battery is detected, current supply to the
auxiliary electric system is stopped, to thereby prevent the
voltage drop in the main battery (see JP 2007-110855 A).

Meanwhile, in a case where the boat is equipped with an
actuating device, such as a power steering device, which
momentarily requires a high current while being required to
have high system performance (hereinafter, a description is
given by taking power steering as an example), it is necessary
to cause the steering motor to instantaneously operate in
response to the operation of the steering unit. However, as in
the case of the conventional technology described above,
when the auxiliary electric system is isolated after a voltage
drop in the main battery is detected, the voltage of the main
electric system has already dropped when driving the steering
motor, which could affect the optimal drive performance of
the steering motor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention provide a
power supply system for a boat, in which a voltage drop in a
main electric system is prevented, to thereby attain a stable
operation of an actuating device connected to the main elec-
tric system.

A power supply system for a boat according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention includes a generator
arranged to generate electric power in conjunction with driv-
ing of an internal combustion engine provided in a boat pro-
pulsion system; a rectifier circuit arranged to convert an alter-
nating current output from the generator to a direct current; a
main electric system arranged to supply electric power to a
control system controlling the boat propulsion system, the
main electric system including a first storage battery to be
charged by the direct current output from the rectifier circuit;
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2

an auxiliary electric system arranged to supply electric power
to auxiliary equipment provided on the boat, the auxiliary
electric system including a second storage battery to be
charged by the direct current output from the rectifier circuit;
an actuating device arranged to actuate the boat propulsion
system, the actuating device being connected to the main
electric system, a detector arranged to detect an operation
signal supplied to the actuating device; a deciding device
arranged to decide, based on the operation signal detected by
the detector, whether or not to prioritize the main electric
system over the auxiliary electric system; and restricting
device arranged to restrict current supply to the auxiliary
electric system when the deciding device decides to prioritize
the main electric system.

Further, according to another preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the actuating device is driven after the
current supply to the auxiliary electric system has been
restricted by the restricting device.

Further, according to a further preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the power supply system further includes a
calculating device arranged to calculate a drive current
amount to drive the actuating device, based on the operation
signal detected by the detector, and the restricting device is
arranged to restrict the current supply to the auxiliary electric
system based on the drive current amount calculated by the
calculating device.

Further, according to a still further preferred embodiment
of the present invention, the deciding device is arranged to
decide to prioritize the main electric system over the auxiliary
electric system, in a case where an amount of change in the
operation signal supplied to the actuating device detected by
the detect device is equal to or larger than a threshold value.

Further, according to a yet further preferred embodiment of
the present invention, the actuating device is a steering motor
for turning the boat propulsion system from side to side with
respect to a traveling direction of the boat.

Further, according to a yet further preferred embodiment of
the present invention, when a difference between a control
target position of the steering motor calculated based on the
operation signal detected by the detector and an actual posi-
tion of'the steering motor is equal to or larger than a threshold
value, it is decided to prioritize the main electric system over
the auxiliary electric system.

Further, according to a yet further preferred embodiment of
the present invention, the power supply system further
includes a connection control device programmed to control
a connection between the rectifier circuit and the auxiliary
electric system, and the restricting device is arranged to con-
trol the connection control device, to thereby stop the current
supply to the auxiliary electric system.

Further, according to another preferred embodiment of the
present invention, a boat includes a generator arranged to
generate electric power in conjunction with driving of an
internal combustion engine provided in a boat propulsion
system; a rectifier circuit arranged to convert an alternating
current output from the generator to a direct current; a main
electric system arranged to supply electric power to a control
system controlling the boat propulsion system, the main elec-
tric system including a first storage battery to be charged by
the direct current output from the rectifier circuit; an auxiliary
electric system arranged to supply electric power to auxiliary
equipment provided on the boat, the auxiliary electric system
including a second storage battery to be charged by the direct
current output from the rectifier circuit; an actuating device
arranged to actuate the boat propulsion system, the actuating
device being connected to the main electric system; a detector
arranged to detect an operation signal supplied to the actuat-
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ing device; a deciding device arranged to decide, based on the
operation signal detected by the detector, whether or not to
prioritize the main electric system over the auxiliary electric
system; and restricting device arranged to restrict current
supply to the auxiliary electric system when the deciding
device decides to prioritize the main electric system.

Further, yet another preferred embodiment of the present
invention provides a control method of controlling a power
supply system for a boat, the power supply system including
agenerator arranged to generate electric power in conjunction
with driving of an internal combustion engine provided in a
boat propulsion system; a rectifier circuit arranged to convert
an alternating current output from the generator to a direct
current; a main electric system arranged to supply electric
power to a control system controlling the boat propulsion
system, the main electric system including a first storage
battery to be charged by the direct current output from the
rectifier circuit; an auxiliary electric system arranged to sup-
ply electric power to auxiliary equipment provided to the
boat, the auxiliary electric system including a second storage
battery to be charged by the direct current output from the
rectifier circuit; and an actuating device arranged to actuate
the boat propulsion system, the actuating device being con-
nected to the main electric system, the control method includ-
ing the steps of detecting an operation signal supplied to the
actuating device; deciding, based on the detected operation
signal, whether or not to prioritize the main electric system
over the auxiliary electric system; and, when it has been
decided to prioritize the main electric system, restricting cur-
rent supply to the auxiliary electric system.

Further, according to another preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the actuating device is preferably driven
after the current supply to the auxiliary electric system has
been restricted.

Further, according to a further preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the control method further includes the step
of calculating a drive current amount for driving the actuating
device, based on the detected operation signal, and the
restricting step includes restricting the current supply to the
auxiliary electric system based on the calculated drive current
amount.

Further, according to a still further preferred embodiment
of the present invention, the deciding step includes deciding
to prioritize the main electric system over the auxiliary elec-
tric system, in a case where a detected amount of change in the
operation signal supplied to the actuating device is equal to or
larger than a threshold value.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, a voltage drop in the main electric system is pre-
vented, to thereby attain a stable operation of the actuating
device connected to the main electric system.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, the actuating device is preferably driven while
being supplied with a current in a state where power supply to
the auxiliary electric system is restricted, to thereby attain a
stable operation of the actuating device.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, current supply to the auxiliary electric system may
be restricted according to a drive current amount to be sup-
plied to the actuating device.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, current supply to the auxiliary electric system is
restricted according to an amount of operation of the actuat-
ing device, to thereby attain a stable operation of the actuating
device.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, current supply to the auxiliary electric system is
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4

preferably restricted in a case where it is decided to prioritize
current supply to the steering motor, to thereby attain a stable
operation of the steering motor.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, current supply to the auxiliary electric system is
restricted based on an amount of operation of the steering
motor, to thereby attain a stable operation of the steering
motor.

According to various preferred embodiments of the present
invention, current supply to the auxiliary electric system is
stopped in a case where it is decided to prioritize the main
electric system side, to thereby prevent a voltage drop in the
main electric system.

Other elements, features, steps, characteristics and advan-
tages of the present invention will become more apparent
from the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating a boat accord-
ing to a first preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a side view of a boat propulsion system.

FIG. 3 is an electric wiring diagram of a power supply
system.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a control
system.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart for illustrating control processing
according to a first example of a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart for illustrating control processing
according to a second example of a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart for illustrating control processing
according to a third example of a preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 8 is an electric wiring diagram of a power supply
system according to a second preferred embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In the following, preferred embodiments for implementing
the present invention (hereinafter, referred to as preferred
embodiments) are described with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a boat 10 according to
a first preferred embodiment of the present invention. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the boat 10 preferably includes a ship
body 12 of an open deck type, which includes a helm position
at the front thereof. The helm position is provided with a
steering wheel 14, a measuring instrument 16, seats 18, and
the like. At the stern, a boat propulsion system 30 is mounted
on a clamp bracket. Further, the boat 10 is provided with
various accessories (auxiliary equipment), such as the mea-
suring instrument 16, lighting 40, a fishfinder 42, a GPS
antenna 44, a bow thruster 46, and a bilge pump 48. Still
further, below the deck of the ship body 12, there is provided
an electric system including a main battery (which corre-
sponds to a first storage battery according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention) 50 arranged to supply
electric power to a control system programmed to control the
boat propulsion system 30 and an auxiliary battery (which
corresponds to a second storage battery according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention) 60 arranged to
supply electric power to the various accessories.
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The boat propulsion system 30 functions as a propulsion
unit of the boat 10, and includes, in a case 32 of the boat
propulsion system 30, an internal combustion engine, an
engine control unit (ECU) programmed to control an opera-
tion of the internal combustion engine, a power transmitting
device arranged to transmit power generated by the internal
combustion engine to a propeller immersed under water, vari-
ous motors for changing the posture of the boat propulsion
system 30 from side to side and up and down, and a generator
arranged to generate electric power in conjunction with the
driving of the internal combustion engine.

FIG. 2 is a side view of the boat propulsion system 30, in
which some of the devices provided inside the case 32 of the
boat propulsion system 30 are illustrated by dotted lines. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, the boat propulsion system 30 includes
the internal combustion engine 70, a crankshaft 72 arranged
to extract, as a rotary motion, power generated in the internal
combustion engine 70, a drive shaft 74 arranged to transmit
the rotary motion of the crank shaft 72 to a propeller shaft 76,
and a propeller 78 connected to the propeller shaft 76. The
rotation of the propeller 78 generates propulsion power for
the boat 10.

Further, the boat propulsion system 30 includes a shift
motor 80 which is disposed at the bottom of the internal
combustion engine 70 and operates under the control of the
ECU, a shift shaft 82 which is turned by the shift motor 80,
and a shift switching device 90 arranged to switch a gear,
which is engaged with the drive shaft 74, to one of a forward
gear 86, a reverse gear 88, and neutral, in accordance with the
turning of the shift shaft 82, to thereby switch the traveling
direction among a forward direction, an independent (neutral)
direction, and a reverse direction.

Further, the boat propulsion system 30 includes a power
tilt/trim unit in the vicinity of a position at which the boat
propulsion system 30 is attached to the ship body 12. The
power tilt/trim unit includes a power tilt/trim motor 92, which
is attached by coupling at both ends thereof to the ship body
12 and the boat propulsion system 30, respectively. The
power tilt/trim motor 92 is extended and contracted in accor-
dance with the control performed by the ECU, to thereby turn
the boat propulsion system 30 around the tilt shaft vertically
with respect to the ship body 12. It should be noted that a trim
operation refers to an operation in a range of relatively small
tilt angle, which is mainly used, for example, when traveling
at high speed, while a tilt operation refers to an operationin a
range of relatively large tilt angle, which is used, for example,
when traveling at low speed in shallow waters or when land-
ing the boat 12.

The boat propulsion system 30 further includes a steering
motor (which corresponds to an actuating device according to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention) 94 in the
vicinity of the position at which the boat propulsion system 30
is attached to the ship body 12. The steering motor 94 is
operated in accordance with the control performed by the
ECU, to thereby turn the boat propulsion system 30 from side
to side with respect to the traveling direction of the ship body
12. An operation amount of the steering wheel 14 provided at
the helm position of the ship body 12 is detected by a sensor
provided in the steering wheel 14, and the detected operation
amount is transmitted to the ECU through a wire, for
example. Then, the ECU generates a drive signal based on the
transmitted operation amount, and outputs the generated
drive signal supplied to the steering motor 94, to thereby drive
the steering motor 94.

The generator 96 preferably is a three phase alternating
current generator, and includes a flywheel magnet 98 which
rotates in conjunction with the crankshaft 72 of the internal
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combustion engine 70. A current generated by the generator
96 is supplied to the control system including the above-
mentioned ECU of the boat propulsion system 30, and is
further supplied to auxiliary devices (accessories) such as the
lighting 40 and the bow thruster 46 provided on the boat 10.
In the following, a power supply system for supplying electric
power to the control system and the auxiliary devices is
described in detail.

FIG. 3 is an electric wiring diagram of a power supply
system 100 according to the first preferred embodiment. As
illustrated in FIG. 3, the power supply system 100 includes
the generator 96, a rectifier circuit 102, a main electric system
104, an auxiliary electric system 106, and a voltage control
circuit 108.

The rectifier circuit 102 preferably is a three phase full-
wave rectifier circuit, and includes a first three-phase bridge
110 and a second three-phase bridge 112. Each arm defining
the first three-phase bridge 110 is provided with diodes 114
connected in series in a forward direction from a negative
electrode to a positive electrode. Each arm defining the sec-
ond three-phase bridge 112 is provided with a diode 116
having a cathode connected to a positive electrode and a
thyristor 118 having an anode connected to a negative elec-
trode. A three-phase alternating current output from the gen-
erator 96 is input to connection nodes each provided at a
middle point of each arm, and subjected to full-wave rectifi-
cation, to thereby generate a direct-current voltage between
the positive electrode and the negative electrode of each of the
three-phase bridges.

The main electric system 104 includes the main battery 50
and electric wiring, which connect to the control system 120
programmed to control the boat propulsion system 30 and
supply electric power to the control system 120. The main
electric system 104 connects to the first three-phase bridge
110 of the rectifier circuit 102. An alternating current output
from the generator 96 is converted to a direct current by the
rectifier circuit 102, and supplied to the control system 120
and the main battery 50. The steering motor 94 connects to the
main electric system 104 and is supplied with electric power
from the main electric system 104. Electrical control to be
performed when driving the steering motor 94 is described
later in detail.

The auxiliary electric system 106 includes the auxiliary
battery 60, electric wiring, and an auxiliary connection switch
(which corresponds to connection control device of the
present invention) 122, which connect to a load 121 including
the accessories (auxiliary equipment) such as the lighting 40
and the bow thruster 46 provided on the boat 10, and supplies
electric power to the load 121. The auxiliary electric system
106 connects to the second three-phase bridge 112 of the
rectifier circuit 102. An alternating current output from the
generator 96 is converted to a direct current by the rectifier
circuit 102 and supplied to the load 121 and the auxiliary
battery 60. The auxiliary connection switch 122 is provided at
a connection point of the auxiliary electric system 106 and the
rectifier circuit 102, and the auxiliary connection switch 122
is controlled by the ECU 150 included in the control system
120. When the auxiliary connection switch 122 is turned off,
current supply from the generator 96 to the auxiliary electric
system 106 is stopped, while a current generated during this
time is supplied to the main electric system 104.

The voltage control circuit 108 connects to the positive
electrodes and connection nodes of the first three-phase
bridge 110 and the second three-phase bridge 112 and mea-
sures voltages of the main battery 50 and the auxiliary battery
60. The voltage control circuit 108 also connects to the gates
of the thyristors 118 to control the turning on and off of the
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thyristors 118, to thereby control a current flowing through
the diodes 116 of the rectifier circuit 102 and perform charge
control or the like of the batteries. Specifically, in a case
where a voltage measured with respect to one of the main
battery 50 and the auxiliary battery 60 exceeds a threshold
voltage indicating a full charge, the voltage control circuit
108 outputs a gate signal supplied to the thyristors 118 so as
to turn on the thyristors 118. As a result, a current output from
the generator 96 circulates between the rectifier circuit 102
and the generator 96 without being supplied to the battery
side, with the result that the batteries are prevented from being
overcharged.

Next, an operation of the control system 120 will be
described with reference to an example of the control system
120 illustrated in FIG. 4. The control system 120 includes the
steering wheel 14, a steering wheel control part 124, the ECU
150, a motor driver 126, the steering motor 94, and a position
detection sensor 128. Each of the devices is supplied with
drive power from the main electric system 104.

The steering wheel 14 is a steering device provided at the
helm position. The steering wheel 14 is provided, at a base
portion of a steering wheel shaft thereof, with a steering
wheel control part 124 which includes an operation amount
(for example, operation angle) sensor (which corresponds to
a detector according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention) 124A and a steering wheel motor 124B. The steer-
ing wheel control part 124 is connected to the ECU 150
through a signal cable 130.

The ECU 150 is a control unit for the boat propulsion
system 30, and includes a central processing unit (CPU). The
ECU 150 operates by reading programs stored in a memory or
the like in advance, to thereby implement various functions
such as a deciding device, a restricting device, and a calcu-
lating device according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention. Specifically, the ECU 150 calculates a
steering angle based on a detection signal from the operation
amount sensor 124 A and a detection signal from the position
detection sensor 128 arranged to detect an actual position of
the steering motor 94, and inputs the calculated steering angle
to the motor driver 126. The motor driver 126 outputs a drive
current determined based on the steering angle input from the
ECU 150 to the steering motor 94 so as to drive the steering
motor 94, to thereby turn the boat propulsion system 30 in a
horizontal direction.

Further, the ECU 150 detects, using a sensor (not shown)
provided to the boat propulsion system 30, an external force
acting on the boat propulsion system 30, and based on the
detected external force, calculates a target value of an anti-
torque to be applied to the steering wheel 14 from the steering
wheel motor 124B against the external force. The ECU 150
drives the steering wheel motor 124B based on the calculated
target value, to thereby impart a reactive force to the steering
wheel 14.

In the first preferred embodiment, the auxiliary connection
switch 122 of the auxiliary electric system 106 is turned off
before starting to drive the steering motor 94, so that the main
electric system 104 is prioritized to receive current supply, to
thereby perform control such that the steering motor 94 may
be driven without causing a voltage drop in the main electric
system 104. In the following, control performed by the ECU
150 starting from detecting the operation signal of the steer-
ing wheel 14 to driving the steering motor 94 is specifically
described, with reference to the flowcharts illustrated in
FIGS.5t0 7.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart for illustrating control processing
performed by the ECU 150 according to a first example. In the
first example, the ECU 150 receives an input of an operation
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signal (voltage signal) from the operation amount sensor
124 A (S101), and determines a control target position of the
steering motor 94 (S102). Further, the ECU 150 receives an
input of a position detection signal (voltage signal) from the
position detection sensor 128 (S103), and acquires an actual
position of the steering motor 94 (S104). Then, the ECU 150
judges whether or not the difference between the control
target position and the actual position of the steering motor 94
is equal to or larger than a threshold value (S105), and in a
case where it is judged that the difference is equal to or larger
than the threshold value (S105:Y), the ECU 150 decides to
drive the steering motor 94 (S106), while turning off the
auxiliary connection switch 122 (S107) to stop current flow-
ing into the auxiliary electric system 106, prioritizing the
main electric system 104.

Next, the ECU 150 calculates a drive current amount for
the steering motor 94 based on the difference between the
control target position and the actual position of the steering
motor 94 (S108), determines a current supply amount for the
main electric system 104 based on the calculated drive current
amount (S109), and controls the auxiliary connection switch
122 based on the determined current supply amount (S110).
The control of the auxiliary connection switch 122 may be
performed through, for example, duty control, in which a
turned-on period and a turned-oft period of the auxiliary
connection switch 122 are switched so that a predetermined
charging rate (for example, of 50%) is attained in the main
battery 50.

Then, the ECU 150 waits until the charging is switched
(S111), outputs a drive command to the motor driver 126
(S112), and ends the processing. It should be noted that in a
case where itis judged in S105 that the difference between the
control target position and the actual position of the steering
motor 94 is less than the threshold value (S105:N), the ECU
150 decides to stop driving the steering motor 94 (S113),
turns on the auxiliary connection switch 122 (S114), and ends
the processing.

In the control processing performed by the ECU 150
according to the first example, the current supply to the aux-
iliary electric system 106 is stopped immediately after it is
decided to drive the steering motor 94, and the steering motor
94 is driven after evading the voltage drop in the main battery
50, to thereby attain a stable operation of the steering motor
94. Further, a current may be appropriately divided between
the main electric system 104 and the auxiliary electric system
106 according to the duty control performed in accordance
with a drive current amount for the steering motor 94.

Next, with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 6, control
processing performed by the ECU 150 according to a second
example will be described. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the ECU
150 receives an input of an operation signal from the opera-
tion amount sensor 124A (S201), and judges whether or not
the amount of change in the input operation signal is equal to
or larger than a threshold value (S202), and in a case where it
is judged that the amount of change is equal to or larger than
the threshold value (S202:Y), the ECU 150 turns off the
auxiliary connection switch 122 (S203) to stop current flow-
ing into the auxiliary electric system 106, prioritizing the
main electric system 104.

The ECU 150 determines a control target position of the
steering motor 94, based on the input from the operation
amount sensor 124 A (S204), receives an input of a position
detection signal (voltage signal) from the position detection
sensor 128 (S205), and acquires an actual position of the
steering motor 94 (S206). Then, the ECU 150 judges whether
or not the difference between the control target position and
the actual position of the steering motor 94 is equal to or larger
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than a threshold value (S207), and in a case where it is judged
that the difference is equal to or larger than the threshold value
(S8207:Y), the ECU 150 decides to drive the steering motor 94
(S208). The ECU 150 calculates a drive current amount for
the steering motor 94 based on the difference between the
control target position and the actual position of the steering
motor 94 (S209), outputs a drive command to the motor driver
126, based on the calculated drive current amount (S210), and
ends the processing. Alternatively, in a case where it is judged
in S207 that the difference between the control target position
and the actual position ofthe steering motor 94 is less than the
threshold value (S207:N), the ECU 150 decides to stop driv-
ing the steering motor 94 (S211), turns on the auxiliary con-
nection switch 122 (S212), and ends the processing.

In the control processing performed by the ECU 150
according to the second example, in a case where the amount
of change in the operation signal based on the operation of the
steering wheel 14 is equal to or larger than a threshold value,
the current supply to the auxiliary electric system 106 is
immediately stopped without waiting for the judgment to be
made as to whether or not to drive the steering motor 94, to
thereby attain a stable operation of the steering motor 94 with
higher responsivity compared with the first example, as well
as to prevent a voltage drop in the main electric system 104.

Next, with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 7, control
processing performed by the ECU 150 according to a third
example will be described. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the ECU
150 receives an input of an operation signal (voltage signal)
from the operation amount sensor 124 A (S301), determines a
control target position of the steering motor 94 (S302),
receives an input of a position detection signal (voltage sig-
nal) from the position detection sensor 128 (S303), and
acquires an actual position of the steering motor 94 (S304).
Then, the ECU 150 judges whether or not the difference
between the control target position and the actual position of
the steering motor 94 is equal to or larger than a threshold
value (S305), and in a case where it is judged that the differ-
ence is equal to or larger than the threshold value (S305:Y),
the ECU 150 turns off the auxiliary connection switch 122
(S306) to stop current flowing into the auxiliary electric sys-
tem 106, prioritizing the main electric system 104.

The ECU 150 then decides to drive the steering motor 94
(S8307), calculates a drive current amount for the steering
motor 94 based on the difference between the control target
position and the actual position of the steering motor 94
(S308), outputs a drive command to the motor driver 126,
based on the calculated drive current amount (S309), and ends
the processing. Alternatively, in a case where it is judged in
S305 that the difference between the control target position
and the actual position ofthe steering motor 94 is less than the
threshold value (S305:N), the ECU 150 decides to stop driv-
ing the steering motor 94 (S310), turns on the auxiliary con-
nection switch 122 (S311), and ends the processing.

In the control processing performed by the ECU 150
according to the third example, in a case where it is judged
that the difference between the control target position and the
actual position of the steering motor 94 based on the operation
of the steering wheel 14 is equal to or larger than a threshold
value, the current supply to the auxiliary electric system 106
is immediately stopped without waiting for the judgment to
be made as to whether or not to drive the steering motor 94, to
thereby attain a stable operation of the steering motor 94 with
higher responsivity compared with the first example, as well
as to prevent a voltage drop in the main electric system 104.

According to the power supply system 100 of the first
preferred embodiment described above, current supply to the
auxiliary electric system 106 is restricted so that a current is
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preferentially supplied to the main electric system 104, before
driving the steering motor 94, to thereby prevent a voltage
drop in the main electric system 104 from being caused due to
an inrush current occurring when driving the steering motor
94, with the result that the steering motor 94 may be stably
operated even with a steady current consumed after the inrush
current.

Next, a power supply system 100 according to a second
preferred embodiment will be described. FIG. 8 is an electric
wiring diagram of the power supply system 100 according to
the second preferred embodiment. According to the second
preferred embodiment, a first three-phase bridge 110A of a
rectifier circuit 102A includes switching elements 132 (thy-
ristors) on a positive electrode side thereof, and further a
second three-phase bridge 112A of the rectifier circuit 102A
includes switching elements 134 (thyristors), to thereby
replace the auxiliary connection switch 122 of the first pre-
ferred embodiment. The gates of the switching elements (thy-
ristors) 132 of the rectifier circuit 102A according to the
second preferred embodiment are connected to the voltage
control circuit 108, and controlled by the voltage control
circuit 108. Further, the voltage control circuit 108 receives a
control signal for connecting/disconnecting the auxiliary
electric system 106 from the ECU 150, and turns the switch-
ing elements 134 of the second three-phase bridge 112A on
and off. The control processing to be performed by the ECU
150 in the second preferred embodiment is similar to the
processing in the first preferred embodiment described above,
and therefore the description thereof is omitted.

According to the power supply system 100 of the second
preferred embodiment described above, the auxiliary connec-
tion switch 122 between the rectifier circuit 102 and the
auxiliary electric system 106 may be omitted, and hence the
number of components may be reduced. Reducing the num-
ber of components is highly effective when internal space is
limited, as in the case of the boat propulsion system 30.

It should be noted that the present invention is not limited
to the preferred embodiments described above. In the pre-
ferred embodiments described above, a description is given of
control performed in a case of driving the steering motor 94.
Alternatively, the control to restrict current supply to the
auxiliary electric system 106 may also be performed in a case
of driving the power tilt/trim motor 92 or the shift motor 80.

While there have been described what are at present con-
sidered to be certain preferred embodiments of the present
invention, it will be understood that various modifications
may be made thereto, and it is intended that the appended
claims cover all such modifications as fall within the true
spirit and scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A power supply system for a boat comprising:

a generator arranged to generate electric power in conjunc-
tion with driving of an internal combustion engine pro-
vided in a boat propulsion system;

a rectifier circuit arranged to convert an alternating current
output from the generator to a direct current;

a main electric system arranged to supply electric power to
a control system controlling the boat propulsion system,
the main electric system including a first storage battery
to be charged by the direct current output from the rec-
tifier circuit;

an auxiliary electric system arranged to supply electric
power to auxiliary equipment provided on the boat, the
auxiliary electric system including a second storage bat-
tery to be charged by the direct current output from the
rectifier circuit;
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an actuating device arranged to actuate the boat propulsion
system, the actuating device being connected to the main
electric system;

adetector arranged to detect an operation signal supplied to
the actuating device;

a deciding device arranged to decide, based on the opera-
tion signal detected by the detector, whether or not to
prioritize the main electric system over the auxiliary
electric system; and

a restricting device arranged to restrict, when the deciding
device decides to prioritize the main electric system,
current supply to the auxiliary electric system before
driving the actuating device to supply electric current to
the main electric system in priority to the auxiliary elec-
tric system, and to drive the actuating device after the
restriction of the current supply to the auxiliary electric
system; wherein

the actuating device includes a motor; and

the operation signal is a drive signal to the motor, wherein
the main electric system and the auxiliary electric sys-
tem are connected in parallel with respect to each other
and with respect to the rectifier circuit.

2. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
wherein the actuating device is driven after the current supply
to the auxiliary electric system has been restricted by the
restricting device.

3. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
further comprising a calculating device arranged to calculate
a drive current amount used to drive the actuating device,
based on the operation signal detected by the detector,
wherein the restricting device is arranged to restrict the cur-
rent supply to the auxiliary electric system based on the drive
current amount calculated by the calculating device.

4. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
wherein the deciding device is arranged to decide to prioritize
the main electric system over the auxiliary electric system
when an amount of change in the operation signal supplied to
the actuating device detected by the detector is equal to or
larger than a threshold value.

5. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
wherein the motor is a steering motor arranged to turn the boat
propulsion system from side to side with respect to a traveling
direction of the boat.

6. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 5,
wherein, when a difference between a control target position
of'the steering motor calculated based on the operation signal
detected by the detector and an actual position of the steering
motor is equal to or larger than a threshold value, the deciding
device decides to prioritize the main electric system over the
auxiliary electric system.

7. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
further comprising a connection control device programmed
to control a connection between the rectifier circuit and the
auxiliary electric system, wherein the restricting device is
arranged to control the connection control device to thereby
stop the current supply to the auxiliary electric system.

8. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 7,
further comprising a switch disposed at the connection
between the auxiliary electric system and the rectifier circuit,
wherein the switch is arranged to connect or disconnect the
auxiliary electric system from the rectifier circuit.

9. The power supply system for a boat according to claim 1,
wherein:

the auxiliary electric system includes the auxiliary equip-
ment and the second storage battery;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

the auxiliary electric system is arranged to supply electric
power to the auxiliary equipment and to charge the sec-
ond storage battery by the direct current output from the
rectifier circuit; and

the restricting device is arranged to restrict current supply
to both the auxiliary equipment and the second storage
battery of the auxiliary electric system when the decid-
ing device decides to prioritize the main electric system.

10. The power supply system for a boat according to claim
1, wherein:

the auxiliary equipment includes a plurality of loads; and

the first storage battery is arranged to be electrically iso-
lated from at least one of the plurality of loads of the
auxiliary equipment.

11. The power supply system for a boat according to claim

1, wherein:

the rectifier circuit is arranged to prevent current output
from the first storage battery from being supplied to the
second storage battery.

12. The power supply system for a boat according to claim

1, wherein the drive signal is generated by an engine control
unit.

13. The power supply system for a boat according to claim
1, wherein the drive signal is based on an operation amount of
a steering wheel of the boat.

14. A boat comprising:

a generator arranged to generate electric power in conjunc-
tion with driving of an internal combustion engine pro-
vided in a boat propulsion system;

a rectifier circuit arranged to convert an alternating current
output from the generator to a direct current;

a main electric system arranged to supply electric power to
a control system controlling the boat propulsion system,
the main electric system including a first storage battery
to be charged by the direct current output from the rec-
tifier circuit;

an auxiliary electric system arranged to supply electric
power to auxiliary equipment provided on the boat, the
auxiliary electric system including a second storage bat-
tery to be charged by the direct current output from the
rectifier circuit;

an actuating device arranged to actuate the boat propulsion
system, the actuating device being connected to the main
electric system;

a detector arranged to detect an operation signal supplied to
the actuating device;

a deciding device arranged to decide, based on the opera-
tion signal detected by the detector, whether or not to
prioritize the main electric system over the auxiliary
electric system; and

a restricting device arranged to restrict, when the deciding
device decides to prioritize the main electric system,
current supply to the auxiliary electric system before
driving the actuating device to supply electric current to
the main electric system in priority to the auxiliary elec-
tric system, and to drive the actuating device after the
restriction of the current supply to the auxiliary electric
system; wherein

the actuating device includes a motor; and

the operation signal is a drive signal to the motor, wherein
the main electric system and the auxiliary electric sys-
tem are connected in parallel with respect to each other
and with respect to the rectifier circuit.

15. A control method of controlling a power supply system
for a boat, the power supply system including a generator
arranged to generate electric power in conjunction with driv-
ing of an internal combustion engine provided in a boat pro-
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pulsion system, a rectifier circuit arranged to convert an alter-
nating current output from the generator to a direct current, a
main electric system arranged to supply electric power to a
control system controlling the boat propulsion system, the
main electric system including a first storage battery to be
charged by the direct current output from the rectifier circuit,
an auxiliary electric system arranged to supply electric power
to auxiliary equipment provided on the boat, the auxiliary
electric system including a second storage battery to be
charged by the direct current output from the rectifier circuit,
and an actuating device arranged to actuate the boat propul-
sion system, the actuating device being connected to the main
electric system, the control method comprising the steps of:
detecting an operation signal supplied to the actuating
device;
deciding, based on the detected operation signal, whether
or not to prioritize the main electric system over the
auxiliary electric system;
restricting, when it has been decided to prioritize the main
electric system, current supply to the auxiliary electric
system before driving the actuating device to supply
electric current to the main electric system in priority to
the auxiliary electric system; and
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driving the actuating device after the restricting of the

current supply to the electric system; wherein

the actuating device includes a motor; and

the operation signal is a drive signal to the motor, wherein

the main electric system and the auxiliary electric sys-
tem are connected in parallel with respect to each other
and with respect to the rectifier circuit.

16. The control method according to claim 15, wherein the
actuating device is driven after the current supply to the
auxiliary electric system has been restricted.

17. The control method according to claim 15, further
comprising the step of calculating a drive current amount
necessary to drive the actuating device based on the detected
operation signal, wherein the step of restricting includes
restricting the current supply to the auxiliary electric system
based on the calculated drive current amount.

18. The control method according to claim 15, wherein the
step of deciding comprises deciding to prioritize the main
electric system over the auxiliary electric system in a case
where a detected amount of change in the operation signal
supplied to the actuating device is equal to or larger than a
threshold value.



